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SUBJECT: BULGARIAN PLANS FOR TRADE DELEGATION TO US 

REF: (A) STATE 4419 

(B) SOFIA'S 242 

1 . BULGARIAN AMBASSADOR ZDRAVCHEV CALLED ON EUR/ EE 
DIRECTOR BAKER ON MARCH 8 TO INFORM HIM OF GOB PLANS TO 
SEND A DELEGATION LED BY DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE 
LUKANOV TO US IN LATE MARCH OR EARLY APRIL. 

2. ZDRAVCHEV SAID PLAN WAS FOR LUKANOV TO LEAD GROUP 
CONSISTING OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND FOREIGN TRADE AND COMMERCIAL BODIES. MAIN 
PURPOSE OF VISIT WOULD BE TO DISCUSS A TRADE AND CREDITS 
AGREEMENT, A DRAFT OF WHICH THE GOB HAD ALREADY PREPARED 
CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


PAGE 02 STATE 046637 

AND WOULD BE FORWARDING TO THE BULGARIAN EMBASSY LATER 
IN MARCH. DELEGATION WOULD ALSO HOPE TO MEET WITH AMERICAN 
BUSINESSMEN IN NEW YORK AND ELSEWHERE FOR TRADE PROMOTION 
PURPOSES. 

3. BAKER POINTED OUT THAT A BROAD RANGE OF QUESTIONS WERE 
NOW UNDER STUDY WITHIN THE USG CONCERNING TRADE POLICY 
AND RELATIONS. AS A RESULT, WE WERE NOT PREPARED AT 

THE PRESENT TIME EITHER TO NEGOTIATE A TRADE AGREEMENT WITH 

BULGARIA OR TO DISCUSS IN DETAIL WHAT THE ELEMENTS OF 
SUCH AN AGREEMENT WOULD BE. WE WOULD BE WILLING TO 
PREPARE A PROGRAM FOR A VISIT BY A BULGARIAN DELEGATION 
WHICH WOULD INVOLVE CONTACTS WITH US BANKS AND FIRMS 
FOR TRADE PROMOTION PURPOSES. AT THE SAME TIME, SUCH 
A DELEGATION COULD MEET WITH APPROPRIATE USG OFFICIALS 
FOR AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. HE REITERATED, HOWEVER, 

THAT WE WOULD NOT BE PREPARED TO ENTER INTO ANY 
CONCRETE DISCUSSIONS ON A TRADE AGREEMENT. BAKER 
URGED ZDRAVCHEV TO MAKE THIS CLEAR TO HIS GOVERNMENT 
SO THAT A DELEGATION WOULD NOT COME HERE WITH UNDUE 
EXPECTATIONS. 

4. IN REPLY, ZDRAVCHEV SAID HE WOULD REPORT 
BAKER’ S REMARKS TO THE MFA AND WOULD HAVE FURTHER 
INSTRUCTIONS IN A FEW DAYS. HE SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY 
FELT A VISIT BY A DELEGATION LED BY LUKANOV WOULD BE 
USEFUL EVEN IF IT HAD TO BE LIMITED TO THE ACTIVITIES 
BAKER HAD DESCRIBED. HE EXPRESSED THE VIEW ( AND 
PRESUMABLY WILL RECOMMEND TO THE GOB) THAT IN LIGHT 
OF BAKER’ S REMARKS, THE DELEGATION SHOULD CONSIST 
LARGELY OF REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMERCIAL GROUPS. 

HE ENVISAGED THE GROUP ARRIVING IN EARLY APRIL FOR A 
STAY OF ABOUT 10 DAYS, THREE OR FOUR OF WHICH WOULD 
BE IN NEW YORK. WHILE EVIDENTLY ACCEPTING THE TRADE 
PROMOTION EMPHASIS SUCH A VISIT WOULD HAVE, HE NEVER- 
THELESS BELIEVED THAT LUKANOV SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY 
SUCH OFFICIALS AS SECRETARY OF COMMERCE DENT AND 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ARMSTRONG FOR MORE GENERAL 
DISCUSSIONS. BAKER INDICATED THAT THIS SHOULD BE 
POSSIBLE BUT THAT WE WOULD NEED TO CONSULT WITH 
COMMERCE ON TIMING AND ON AVAILABILITY OF INDUSTRY 
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VISIT. HE URGED ZDRAVCHEV TO SPECIFY WHICH THESE 
WOULD BE. 

5. REFERRING TO OTHER ASPECTS OF BILATERAL RELATIONS, 
BAKER EXPRESSED SATISFACTION WITH BULGARIAN WILLING- 
NESS TO MOVE AHEAD WITH NEGOTIATIONS ON A CONSULAR 
CONVENTION AND HOPED THAT FURTHER PROGRESS WOULD BE 
RAPID. HE HOPED ALSO THAT IMPROVEMENTS WOULD BE 
MADE IN THE TREATMENT OF OUR EMBASSY IN SOFIA ALONG 
THE LINES MENTIONED IN THE EMBASSY' S AIDE MEMOIRE 

OF FEBRUARY 7. FINALLY, BAKER NOTED THAT THE 
ATMOSPHERE SURROUNDING OUR RELATIONS WOULD BE IMPROVED 
BY BULGARIAN WILLINGNESS TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION OF 
DEFAULTED DOLLAR BONDS WITH THE FOREIGN BONDHOLDERS 
PROTECTIVE COUNCIL. 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
ARMITAGE TOOK ESSENTIALLY SAME LINE WITH LUKANOV 

( REF B ) THAT WE TOOK WITH ZDRAVCHEV, WE BELIEVE THAT 
POINTS MADE ABOVE BEAR REPEATING IN SOFIA. IT IS 
IMPORTANT THAT GOB UNDERSTAND THAT IF VISIT TAKES 
PLACE, IT WILL BE PRIMARILY FOR TRADE PROMOTION 
PURPOSES AND WILL NOT BE RELATED TO CONCRETE DIS- 
CUSSIONS OR NEGOTIATIONS CONCERNING A TRADE AGREE- 
MENT. WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE CHARGE' S CALLING 
ON LUKANOV, REFERRING TO AMBASSADOR ZDRAVCHEV' S 
PRESENTATION TO DEPARTMENT, AND PRESENTING DEPART- 
MENT' S RESPONSE AS OUTLINED ABOVE. 

7. FYI WE DO NOT WISH TO BE COMMITTED TO SCHEDULING 
TRADE AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS IN WASHINGTON WITH ANY 
EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES UNTIL THE TRADE BILL, 

INCLUDING AUTHORITY TO EXTEND MFN, IS WELL ALONG 

IN THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS. AT PRESENT, WE DO NOT 
EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO MAKE THIS JUDGMENT UNTIL THE 
FALL. FIRST PRIORITY WOULD BE GIVEN TO TRADE 
AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS WITH ROMANIA AND THEREAFTER 
WITH HUNGARY. END FYI. ROGERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Concepts: 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 MAR 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: martinjw 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973STATE046637 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EHURWITZ: MW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GDS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SECSTATE WASHDC 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19730328/aaaahrmc.tel 

Line Count: 157 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 73 STATE 4419, 73 SOFIA 242 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: martinjw 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29-Aug-2001 by martinml>; APPROVED <22 FEB 2002 by martinjw> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> jms 971201 

Subject: BULGARIAN PLANS FOR TRADE DELEGATION TO US 

TAGS: PFOR, BU, US 

To: SOFIA 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



